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The story m far ር 


Executive Assistant Lotus has not used her 
flower moniker since the betrayal by her one 
and only employer--Virat Yaday, H 






her, as Rani's lavish 
staging ground for 
rivaling Execu 










Battle between 
;. Later, she would 
her past ally Lily had 
continuing the trail of 
that has shadowed her 
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MOST CHILDREN IN MY VILLAGE 
DREAMS OF BECOMING DOCTORS, 
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HRAAAA! 
= YOU PROVIDE 
; ADEQUATE PRACTICE, 
4 RAKISH. YET, YOUR FEAR 
T NE IS WRITTEN BRIGHT A $ 
vo [7% A DAY WITH YOUR BODY Den FALLEN bi 


LANGUAGE. | MY FORM. 


ry 


HE WAS KNOWN SIMPLY AS "THE FATHER"; 
EVEN TO HIS ASSOCIATES-- NOT JUST TO ME, HIS ONLY 
DAUGHTER. MY MOTHER HAD ABANDONED US WHEN I 








RANI-- 
YOUR CLOTHES...? DO NOT LIE 
WHAT IS IT? TO ME, YOUNG IAM 
LADY. NOT LYING... 
IT IS IT IS JUST... SOME 
NOTHING, GIRLS IN MY CLASS... 
FATHER. THEY... SMASHED 
THE TRANSMITTER 
I BUILT. ` 








THEY MAKE 
FUN OF ME. PUSH 
ME. CALL ME “MICRO- 
CHIP”. LIKE I SAID-- 
IT IS NOTHING. 


LIFT YOUR 
HEAD, YOUNG LADY. 
YOU HAVE NOTHING TO 
BE ASHAMED OF. 


COME WITH ME, 
RANI. I BELIEVE IT IS 
TIME I SHOWED YOU 

SOMETHING. A 


YOUR LOVE OF SCIENCE 
AND GADGETS IS ADMIRABLE, 
ZÁ YET I FEAR YOU HAVE MUCH TO 
G LEARN WHEN IT COMES TO THE 
TOOLS OF SURVIVAL-- AND 
WHO YOU ARE. 


DO you 
KNOW WHAT 
BUSINESS OUR 
FAMILY IS IN? WHAT 
OUR BLOODLINE 
HAS CREATED 
FOR US? 


YOu... HURT 


PEOPLE? NOW T WILL 


TEACH YOU OF a 
THE POWER OUR 
LINEAGE HAS 
PROVIDED 
us. 


THAT IS 
INCORRECT. WHAT 
I DO IS FREE PEOPLE. 
FROM THEIR OWN 
PAIN. 


THE LIFE THEY 
HAVE CHOSEN HAS LED THEM 
ASTRAY, DOWN AVENUES THEY 
CANNOT RETURN FROM. MY ACTIONS, 
WHILE PERMANENT, RELEASE THEM 
FROM THEIR IMPRISONMENT-- 
X FOREVER. 





YOUR ENEMIES WILL mix 
SEEK TO KEEP VOU OFF- 
BALANCE, AS SUCH. 


VOU MUST 
LEARN TO MAINTAIN 
POISE NO MATTER 
THE SITUATION. 


YOU MUST BE 
ABLE TO PIECE TOĠETHER 
NOT ONLV THE SITUATION, 
BUT ALSO THE ELEMENTS 
WITHIN. 








NOT YET, 
RANI! WAIT 
FOR IT... 


IF YOU COULD 
ONLY KNOW THE 
PRIDE I HAVE FOR 
YOU AT THIS 
MOMENT. 


Í THOUGHT THAT MY OBSESSION 
| MITA TECHNOLOGY WOULD BE A WAGE OF 
| TIME, BUT T WAS DETERMINED TO SHOW 


A CURIOUS 
DEVICE-- 


N M 1 
/ Pa & | $ E M Å SEE, FATHER, MY : 
! AV | i 4 z M/ GADGETS CAN 25 USEFUL! THIS 


5 A LOW-GRADE CONCENTRATE 
“5 BUG SPRAY AND FERTILIZER. 
TRIGGERED BY A CONTACT 









HOWEVER, THOSE DAYS OF MY YOUTH-- 


DAYS I CHERISHED-- SOON TURNED INTO ADULTHOOD. 
THIS 15 WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED. 


YOU REMIND 
ME WITH EACH 
PASSING DAY OF YOUR 
MOTHER. SHE TOO WAS 
BEAUTIFUL BEYOND 
WORDS. 


THANK YOU, 
FATHER. 


GLORIOUS WOMAN HOWEVER, I WAS 
OUR MOTHER. FOOLISH THEN. I SOUGHT 
TO CHANGE HER IN WAYS THAT 
I THOUGHT WOULD MAKE US 
BOTH HAPPY. HOW WRONG 
I WAS. 


YOU SEE, 
RANI. THIS LIFESTYLE... 
IT CHANGES NOT ONLY 
WHO WE ARE, BUT OUR 
LOVED ONES AS 
WELL. 


FATHER... WHY 
ARE YOU TELLING 
ME THIS? 


BECAUSE I 
WANT TO GIVE YOU 
SOMETHING. 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY. 


„.RANI, THIS BELONGED 
TO YOUR MOTHER. I GAVE 
IT TO HER, BUT SHE LEFT IT UPON 
HER DEPARTURE. WHEN SHE LEFT 
BOTH OF US. NOW... I WANT 
YOU TO HAVE IT. 


YOU WILL 
WEAR IT PROUDLY, 
WON'T YOU? 


ALWAYS, 
FATHER. J 





RANI-- 


WAKE UP! COME. 
WE MUST LEAVE, 
NOw. 






WHAT IS IT, 
FATHER? 


I DO NOT 
HAVE MUCH TIME 





TO EXPLAIN, BUT I WILL 
NOT SHIELD YOU FROM 


THE REALITIES OF 
OUR SITUATION. 


My COMPETITION 
SEEKS TO END MY 
BUSINESS, AND BY DOING 
50-- MY LIFE. THIS PERSON... 
HAS MANY RESOURCES AT 
THEIR DISPOSAL. WE CANNOT 
STAY HERE, IT IS TOO 
DANGEROUS FOR 
you. 


PLEASE, WE 
MUST GO NOW, 
RANI. 











ም. TIVE NEVER = 

| MET HIM! THAT IS =. 

ALL, I KNOW-- b Me 
PROMISE! 


PLEASE 
LET ME GO!!! 
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YOU'RE COMING 
FOR ME, NO REASON 
TO SNEAK ABOUT 
IN YOUR OWN 





WOULDN'T 
TIGRESS BE MORE 
APPROPRIATE? OH, YOU KNOW 
HOW THIS BUSINESS CAN 
BE. THE CLIENTS FIND OUT YOU'RE 
A WOMAN AND FORM THEIR OWN 
PRE-CONCEIVED NOTIONS ABOUT 
WHO YOU ARE, AND WHAT 
YOU CAN DO. 


I KNOW THAT 
FEELING ALL TOO 
WELL. YOU KILLED 

MY FATHER... 


> „AND NOW 
YOU HAVE ABOUT THREE 
SECONDS BEFORE I PUT A 


BULLET THROUGH YOUR 
TEMPLE-- 


FATHER? 

I HEAR THAT’S HIS 
ALIAS NOW. DON’T YOU 
MEAN NAVAS? THAT 
IS HIS REAL NAME, 
AFTER ALL. 


INTERESTING. 

I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE A CLEVER ONE, 
BUT APPARENTLY I 
OVERESTIMATED 
YOU. 


Q / | YOU DON'T 
£ 
YOU 


FATHER-- OR | 
“THE FATHER ”-- 

AS EVERYONE 

KNOWS HIM... 





E A 


.. WAS MY 
HUSBAND. 


»» YOU ARE... 
MOTHER?! BUT... 
YOU KILLED HIM? 

WHY? 


COULDN'T DEAL WITH 
THE REPERCUSSIONS 
OF WHAT I'D 
BECOME. 


THIS INDUSTRY. 


NOW, YOU AS 
WELL... ARE JUST THE 
COMPETITION-- 





BUT, I'M NOT 
GOING TO SHOOT 
YOU. YOU'RE MY 
ONLY DAUGHTER. 
BESIDES-- 






|| l Y 
4 2| i L [RU 
P j ም | 
m e”. THIS LIFESTYLE 
使 s OESN'T SUIT Y 


3 D Ou, 
RANI. EVEN I COULD SEE 
IT FROM THE MOMENT YOU 
WERE BORN! YOU'RE NOT 
LIKE US. GIVE IT UP! 






50 YOU ARE 
WISE, AFTER 
ALL. GOOD- 
BYE, RANI. I 
ANTICIPATE WE 
WILL NEVER SEE 
EACH OTHER 


GIVE IT 
UP, AND I WILL 
LET YOU LIVE, 
UNLIKE YOUR 
FATHER! 


TAKE THIS, 
IT'S YOURS... I 
NEVER WANTED IT 
ANYWAY. 


HE WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 
GIVE THIS 
TO YOu. 


„+ AND YOU 
ARE CORRECT. I 
AM NOT LIKE EITHER 
OF YOU... I MADE SOME 
SMALL MODIFICATIONS 
BEFORE YOU 
CAME. 


A HIGH-GRADE 
EXPLOSIVE POWDER. 
MICRO-DETONATOR. 

YOU GET THE 
PICTURE... 
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> & Fathom: David Wohl (Witchblade, Aphrodite IX] 
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